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FOREWORD

Global Competition Review’s 2019 edition of the Competition Enforcement 
Agencies Handbook provides full contact details for competition agencies 
in over 100 jurisdictions, together with charts showing their structure and a 
Q&A explaining their funding and powers. The information has been provided 
by the agencies themselves and by a panel of specialist local contributors.

The Competition Enforcement Agencies Handbook is part of the Global 
Competition Review subscription service, which also includes online 
community and case news, enforcer interviews and rankings, bar surveys, 
data tools and more.

We would like to thank all those who have worked on the research and 
production of this publication: the enforcement agencies and our external 
contributors.

The information listed is correct as of April 2019.

Global Competition Review
London
April 2019

© Law Business Research 2019
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ALBANIA

Competition Authority
Rruga Sami Frashëri, Nr. 4, Kati IV, 1004, Tirana, Albania
Tel: +355 4 234 504
Fax: +355 4 234 497
competition@caa.gov.al
www.caa.gov.al

Contacts

Juliana Latifi
Chairwoman
juliana.latifi@caa.gov.al

Eduard Ypi
Vice Chairman
eduard.ypi@caa.gov.al

Leida Matja
Commissioner
leida.matja@caa.gov.al

Adriana Berberi
Commissioner
adriana.berberi@caa,gov.al

Helidon Bushati
Commissioner
helidon.bushati@caa.gov.al

Indrit Reka
Head of Cabinet
indrit.reka@caa.gov.al

Thomas Koleka
Adviser
thomas.koleka@caa.gov.al

Diana Dervishi
Secretary General
Diana.dervishi@caa.gov.al

Dhurata Skënderi
Director, Market Analysis and 
Methodologies
dhurata.skenderi@caa.gov.al

Mimoza Kodhelaj
Director, Production Markets 
Surveillance
mimoza.kodhelaj@caa.gov.al

Meliha Aleti
Director, Non-Production/
Services Markets Surveillance
meliha.aleti@caa.gov.al

Ola Daka
Director, Legal and 
Judicial Affairs
ola.daka@caa.gov.al

Jonida Koçi
Director, Integration and 
Communication
jonida.koci@caa.gov.al

Vitori Kristo
Director, Support Services
vitori.kristo@caa.gov.al

How long is the head of agency’s term of office?
According to article 21 of Law No. 9121/2003 ‘On 
Competition Protection’, the head of the Albanian 
Competition Authority (ACA) is appointed by Albania’s 
parliament for a five-year term of office. He or she can be 
reappointed for another five-year term consecutively.

When is he or she due for reappointment?
The chairwoman of ACA was appointed for a first term 
by parliament in December 2016. The five-year term 
will end in 22 December 2021.

Which posts within the organisation are political 
appointments?
The political appointed posts at ACA are the members 
of Chairwoman’s Cabinet and its composed by the head 
of the Cabinet, the adviser and an office secretary. The 
rest of the staff owns the civil servant status.

What is the agency’s annual budget?
The annual budget for 2018 was 80.6 million lek. For 
2019, the ACA budget is foreseen to be 75.5 million lek.

Questions and answers

© Law Business Research 2019
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ALBANIA

How many staff are employed by the agency?
During 2018, ACA had in total 43 staff, 33 being civil serv-
ants, five being the members of the Commission, three 
personnel from the Cabinet and two logistics staff.

To whom does the head of the agency report? 
According to the article 24 of Law No. 9121/2003 the 
Chairwoman reports annually the activities of ACA 
to the Economy and Finance Commission at the 
Parliament, to plenary session and as time as needed by 
the Assembly of the Republic of Albania.

Do any industry-specific regulators have 
competition powers?
The industry-specific regulators do not have direct 
competition powers. The ACA is the only institution 
responsible to protect the free and effective competi-
tion in the Albanian market. The ACA cooperates 
closely with regulatory bodies in Albania and their 
respective markets: Energy Regulatory Authority (ERE), 
the Albanian Telecommunication and Postal Regulator 
(AKEP), the Bank of Albania (BOA) and the Albanian 
Financial Supervisory Authority (AMF), among others.

If so, how do these relate to your agency’s role?
Regulatory entities like AKEP, BOA and AMF have spe-
cial articles on their specific law that emphasise their 
obligation to refer each case to ACA in markets when 
they face competition distortion from undertakings 
subject to their regulation markets.

May politicians overrule or disregard authority’s 
decisions? If they have ever exercised this right, 
describe the most recent example.
Not applicable.

Does the law allow non-competition aims to be 
considered when your agency takes decisions?
Not applicable.

Which body hears appeals against the agency’s 
decisions? Is there any form of judicial review 
beyond that mentioned above? If so, which body 
conducts this? Has any competition decision by the 
agency been overturned?
Decisions of ACA are subject to appeal at the 
Administrative Court of Tirana. A certain decision 
taken by the Competition Commission can be appealed 
at the Administrative Court of First Instance, then at 
the Administrative Court of Appeal and then at the 
High Court.

Has the authority ever blocked a proposed 
merger? If yes, please provide the most recent 
instance.
No decision to block a merger has been issued so far. 
All the notified concentrations were authorised as no 
signs of anticompetitive issues have been arisen.

Has the authority ever imposed conditions on a 
proposed merger? If yes, please provide the most 
recent instances.
In 2018, the ACA has imposed conditions on a merger 
procedure. Please see the below answer.

Has the authority conducted a Phase II 
investigation in any of its merger filings? If yes, 
please provide the most recent instances.
Decision No. 579, dated 20 December 2018 decided ‘to 
initiate the in-depth investigation procedure in the 
transaction occurring between Piraeus Bank SA and 
Balfin Shpk and Komercijalna Banka AD Skopje’.

Has the authority ever pursued a company based 
outside your jurisdiction for a cartel offence? If 
yes, please provide the most recent instances.
The Albanian Competition Law extends its effects only 
within the Albanian jurisprudence.

Do you operate a leniency programme? Whom 
should potential applicants contact? What 
discounts are available to companies that 
cooperate with cartel investigations?
The ACA has adopted a leniency programme through 
Decision No. 382, dated 17 November 2015, ‘Fines and 
Leniency programme’. The purpose of the fine leniency 
programme is to provide immunity for the undertak-
ings that cooperate with ACA and help in detecting 
and disrupting prohibited agreements or cartels and 
punishing the participants involved.

There may be a full or partial leniency based on 
information provided by the parties at ACA. The dis-
count may be:
•  30 to 50 per cent of the fine for the first undertaking;
•  20 to 30 per cent of the fine for the second under- 

taking; and
•  20 per cent of the fine in cases where the under- 

taking applies for partial leniency and provides 
added value or information to the ACA regarding a 
prohibited agreement.

No leniency application has been made so far.
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Is there a criminal enforcement track? If so, who 
is responsible for it? Does the authority conduct 
criminal investigations and prosecutions for cartel 
activity? If not, is there another authority in the 
country that does?
No.

Are there any plans to reform the competition law?
In 2019, the ACA will start an EU-funded IPA project 
for ‘Further strengthening the competition authority’s 
capacities to protect the free and effective competition 
in the market’ where it is foreseen that there will be  
revisions of the competition law.

When did the last review of the law occur?
Competition Law No. 9121/2003 was amended by the 
Law No. 10317, dated 16 September 2010, for some addi-
tions and amendments to Law No. 9121, dated 28 July 
2003 ‘On Protection of Competition’.

Do you have a separate economics team? If so, 
please give details.
It is foreseen for 2019 that a special unit for the chief 
economist will be created. This structure will provide 
a methodological and empirical approach to quantita-
tive and qualitative analysis of data across all markets, 
prior to the decision of the Cabinet. This unit will work 
within the number of employees approved with the 
ACA new structure as per Assembly Decision No. 128, 
dated 20 December 2018.

Has the authority conducted a dawn raid?
During 2018, 16 investigative procedures (preliminary 
and in-depth) were conducted by the ACA. In this 
investigative procedures eight dawn raids were con-
ducted, in markets such as the rental market for stor-
age and marketing of Agro-Food products; the market 
for technical control of vehicles, loading-unloading in 
the East Terminal of Durrës Port, the mobile service 

telephony market, the banking sector, the insurance 
market, the public procurement market and the air 
transport market.

Have the authority imposed penalties on officers 
or directors of companies for offences committed 
by the company? If yes, please provide the most 
recent instances.
Not applicable.

What are the pre-merger notification thresholds, if 
any, for the buyer and seller involved in a merger?
Decision No. 80, dated 5 June 2008, on the approval of 
the Regulation ‘On the implementation of the proce-
dures for the concentration of undertakings’ amended 
through Decision No. 165, dated 14 December 2010, arti-
cle 6 states that undertakings can apply a consultation 
procedure before the notification through providing 
the ACA less documentation than a normal procedure.
The thresholds are foreseen in accordance to article 12 
of Law No. 9121/2003 ‘On competition Protection’:
•  concentrations of undertakings shall be notified to 

the ACA for authorisation if, in the financial year 
preceding the concentration:
•  the aggregate worldwide turnover of all the 

participating undertakings exceeds 7 billion 
lek and the individual turnover in Albania of 
at least one of the participating undertak-
ings exceeds 200 million lek; or

•  the aggregate turnover in Albania of all the 
participating undertakings exceeds 400 
million lek and the individual turnover of at 
least one of the participating undertakings 
on the domestic market is over 200 million 
lek.

Are there any restrictions on investments that 
involve less than a majority stake in the business?
No, there are no restrictions.

© Law Business Research 2019



4 Competition Enforcement Agencies Handbook 2019

ALBANIA

Chairperson

Production 
Markets 

Surveillance 
Directorate

Non-Production/
Services Markets 

Surveillance 
Directorate

Market 
Analysis and 

Methodologies 
Directorate

Legal and 
Judicial Affairs 

Directorate

Integration and 
Communication 

Directorate

Support Services 
Directorate

Cabinet of chairperson

General Secretary

Commission

Chief economist

Organisation chart

© Law Business Research 2019



LAW BUSINESS RESEARCH

COM
PETITION

 EN
FORCEM

EN
T AGEN

CIES
H

AN
DBO

O
K 2019

GCR IN
SIGH

T

ISBN 978-1-83862-222-0

Visit globalcompetitionreview.com
Follow @GCR_Alerts on Twitter
Find us on LinkedIn

© Law Business Research 2019




